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OPTIBRAND PARTNERS WITH SWIFT & COMPANY TO DELIVER  
U.S. BEEF TRACEABILITY INFORMATION TO  

JAPANESE CONSUMERS VIA CELLPHONE 
 

FORT COLLINS, COLO.  (05/03/2007) – Imagine information on the food you eat available 

literally at your fingertips.  It is now possible to use your cell phone to scan a bar code on a 

package of meat and thereby access all the background information that led up to that product 

arriving in your home.  As food traceability becomes more important to consumers, information 

delivery becomes critical to market success. 

 

Optibrand has partnered with Swift & Company, the U.S.’s third-largest processor of fresh beef 

and pork, to provide a traceability program that meets the rigorous demands of the Japanese 

market.  For the first time, Japanese distributors and retailers will be able to offer U.S. beef with 

complete traceability information available via a barcode on the package.  Consumers can 

retrieve the product’s supply chain history, from farm to retail shelf, by scanning the barcode 

with a cell phone or accessing the information online.   

 

The combined technologies of Optibrand and Swift & Company make providing complete 

product traceability information possible.  Optibrand’s Secure Asian Export Solution helps meet 

the demands of export customers by linking animal identification to age, source and process 

verification information.  Swift’s Swift TraceTM program allows the processor to trace product 

from individual age- and source-verified cattle to finished boxed product.  

 

“Together, we make available the complete product ‘story’ that, we believe, increases 

consumers’ trust in the food they’re purchasing,” said Mark Swanson, Optibrand’s Chief 

Operating Officer.  “Trust is key to repeat purchases for consumers worldwide.” 
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The technology proved successful in field tests earlier this month in Japan.  The first cattle were 

enrolled into the program in the fall of 2006 and the first finished product was delivered to 

Japanese distributors in April of this year. 

 

“The program’s successful field tests represent another step in enhancing the capabilities of our 

existing Swift TraceTM system,” said Warren Mirtsching, Swift’s Senior Vice President, Food 

Safety and Quality Assurance.  “We are pleased to partner with Optibrand to demonstrate the 

efficacy of our combined technologies.” 

 

Mark Anderson of Producers Livestock Marketing Association noted, “This is the type of system 

we, as feedlot operators, have been waiting for. In a cost-effective manner, we can now offer 

value-added programs on our cattle and to our customers for both the domestic and 

international markets.”  Anderson supplied cattle for the initial product shipments to Japan. 

 

“The Optibrand system marries all the data collected at individual points along the supply chain. 

Retailers who want to receive, and provide to their customers, the assurance gained with 

traceability information in an easy to use fashion, now have the opportunity with Optibrand’s 

system,” said Mark Swanson, Optibrand’s COO.   

 

 

 
# # # 

 
About Optibrand 
Founded in 1998, Optibrand is based in Fort Collins, Colorado and is the originator of the world’s only retinal imaging 
system for livestock identification.  With Optibrand technology, producers can use any identifier including retinal 
patterns, RFID tags, bar-coded tags, and panel tags.  The built-in GPS receiver establishes a time, date and location 
trail for all animals, while tamper-resistant retinal identification satisfies the most demanding customers.  Producers 
can enter, recall and edit critical production data from thousands of animals.  Optibrand technology can function as a 
stand-alone traceability system or by providing producers and processors with the means to improve and verify the 
performance of tag-based systems.   
 
At Optibrand, we believe that our technology is a differentiator and that our customer support is exemplary.  These 
benefits combine to provide enormous advantages to our customers.  For information on how we might provide 
solutions for your organization, visit www.optibrand.com.    
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About Swift & Company 
With more than $9 billion in annual sales, Swift & Company is the third-largest processor of fresh beef and pork in the 
U.S. and the largest beef processor in Australia.  Founded in 1855 and headquartered in Greeley, Colorado, Swift 
processes, prepares, packages, markets, and delivers fresh, further processed and value-added beef and pork 
products to customers in the United States and international markets.  For additional information, visit 
www.swiftbrands.com. 
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